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Patients’ feelings of being coerced into psychiatric treatment have been shown to negatively influence their prognoses. The Admission Experience Survey (AES) short form is one of the most widely used tools for studying perceived coercion, and has no validated Portuguese version. The study aims to assess the psychometric properties of a Portuguese-language version of the AES and to understand the factors influencing perception of coercion among patients admitted in psychiatric wards in Portugal.

Design and Methods

In the first phase, the MacArthur Admission Experience Survey (AES) will be translated and back-translated from English to Portuguese. One hundred patients will be recruited during their hospitalization at a selected Psychiatric hospital. Reliability will be estimated using internal consistency coefficients and a test–retest procedure. Internal validity will be assessed using a two-parameter logistic item response model. Convergent validity will be estimated using correlations between the AES scores and the Coercion Ladder  and the Global Assessment of Functioning scale. In the second phase, the validated questionnaire will be administered to patients hospitalized in randomly selected psychiatric hospitals. Information on clinical characteristics and sociodemographic characteristics will be collected.

Expected Outcomes

Validation of a Portuguese perceived coercion scale will promote further research projects on this topic in Portuguese-speaking countries and enable an international comparison of results. A better understanding of the factors influencing patients’ perceptions of coercion and, consequently, its impact on their welfare and prognoses, will help in developing new, alternative models of care that enable a reduction in the use of coercion.




